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Abb Private TO, to a friend, accidentally found in the ſtreet, bei deen 


diſhonourably opened and read, and maliciouſly printed and circulated, which may perhaps leave, on the pub= 
| lic mind, impreſſions unfavourable to the writer's character; he is conſtrained to offer, to the public atten- 
tion, a few words in his own behalf. It is not his intention to remark upon the impropriety, and the indecency 


of inſpecting a letter, not directed to himſelf, at which every man of the leaſt ſenſe of honour would - pauſe 


with heſitation, or revolt with indignation:. nor does he mean to expoſe, as it deſerves, the baſeneſs of 


detaining a private letter, upon private affairs, from it's owner, or the malignant ſpite and cruelty of 
publiſhing it, for the ole purpoſe of deſpoiling of his fair fame, a young man juſt entered into life, and 


cruſhing his firſt attempts to procure for himſelf a livelihood, by honeft induſtry.---He wiſhes to confine 


himſelf to a few words, in his own defence, that will, he hopes, remove from him an imputation which 
he does not, he is conſcious, really deſerve, and ſomewhat extenuate a fault which, he e ac- 
Knowiedgen , he has committed. | 


e juſtice, then, to himſelf, the writer of the private letter, ſo unwarrantably obtruded upon the pub- 
lic notice, earneſily entreats all who may have read it, and all who may happen to read it hereafter, care- 


fully to conſider, what appears upon the face of it---that it is a private letter---written by a young 


man---in a haſty and thoughtleſs moment---to a confidential friend. He begs it may, alſo, be conſidered, 
that this letter was written in anſwer to one which deſired an account of his trade, of the books that were ſold, 


and particularly whether the Age of Reaſon was ſaleable; and that from the mention of this work he was 

hurried into ſome expreſſions, very improper he confeſſes, entirely by the impulſe of a momentary gaiety, 
ſo natural to a young bookſeller, contemplating the rifing ſtate of his buſineſs, and accuſtomed to regard, not ſo | 
much whether he approves or diſapproves of literary works, but whether they ſell well or ill.---It was merely 


as a bookſeller, that he was led to ſpeak with exultation of a work for which at that time there happened to 
be frequent d demands. Under all theſe circumſtances, candour will not, it is hoped, very rigouroufly judge, or 


| ſeverely condemn ſome raſh and fooliſh expreflions in a private letter,. which malevolence , . unchecked Oy the 


leaſt ſenſe of fairneſs, honour, and decorum : has Expated to the world. 


But while ts the Sonfelles' 10 che . of youthful len he ider of bla letter thinks he has a 
right to demand that what was written lightly and ſportively ſhould not be underſtood ſtrictly and ſe- 


riouſly, But fince thoſe expreſſions, into which he has inadvertantly fallen, concerning Atheiſm, may ſeem 


to ſpeak a meaning foreign, very foreign to his intentions, and to the real ſentiments of his heart; he 


feels it due to himſelf to declare, in the moſt ſerious and explicit manner, that he has ever endeavoured 
to cheriſh the belief of religion in his own mind, and that it was ever far from his wiſhes, to rob 
any of his fellow creatures of the conſolations that flow from religious principles and hopes. He feels 


it, alſo, due to himſelf, to declare that he is far from thinking ſo lightly of the duties of public worſhip, 1 
as ſome other expreſſions i in his letter may ſeem to intimate; and that above all he abhors the meanneſs 


and wickedneſs of proſtituting religious profeſſions to the purpoſes of worldly gain. And he thinks, he may 


reaſonably hope that theſe public, ſerious, and deliberate declarations will obtain credit, rather than the light 
effuſions of a careleſs moment contained in a private pers unfairly; and d ungenerouſly forced from the boſom 


4 of confcential wee into the public view. 


Theſe PAT PO are reſpectfully ſubmitted to the nkabitants of 3 and its vicinity, whoſe 


attention has been very improperly and indecently claimed to the contents of a private letter, with all h. 
ronfidence of a man, who can charge himſelf only with a youthful error, and who thinks that he has received 


a groſs and cruel injury; and much as they may be diſpoſed to condemn the levity or raſtmeſs of ſome 


expreſſions, which paſſed in the intercourſe of confidential friendſhip; it is apprehended, that they will ſtill ; 
more ſeverely and pointedly condemn the baſeneſs and maliciouſneſs of inſpecting the private letter which f 
belonged to another, and afterwards expoſing it to the world, with the hope of . the e of 1 1 


| N who has —— but his ee and his n to look to iy Sale | 
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